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100 Gardens
A garden is a gift that
lasts forever

A gift full of colour,movement
and beauty

A gift which uplifts the
mind and frees the spirit

Imagine giving a gift that will be
shared with over half a million
people each year
The National Arboretum Canberra is ofering
an exclusive opportunity to give this gift, to
be part of our vision to grow ‘100 Gardens’

Give the gift of a garden

24
gardens
The National Arboretum Canberra has
set aside twenty-four individual garden
beds and is offering the opportunity to
contribute to those gardens.
If you are passionate about giving, are
satisfied by nurturing living things and
appreciate the importance of preserving
and protecting our natural environment,
then we'd like to hear from you.
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Each garden bed will be planted with
one of the particular species our
horticulturalists have selected, to
achieve a stunning visual display of
colour and texture lining the
‘Central Valley’ pathway. The
pathway zig-zags 900 metres,
leading from the Arboretum’s
sweeping entrance to the iconic
Village Centre.

The opposing side of the garden beds along
the Central Valley pathway will develop into a
shady avenue of ceremonial trees, planted by
visiting dignitaries and world leaders. Plans
to incorporate a water feature cascading
down the spine of the Central Valley path and
winding its way via waterfalls and stepping
stones, will transform the Central Valley into
an impressive walkway though a tranquil
forest and stunning garden beds.
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About the National Arboretum Canberra
The National Arboretum Canberra was founded with the vision to celebrate iconic Australian trees and
showcase rare, symbolic or endangered species from around the world. After the devastating bushfire which
destroyed hundreds of Canberra homes in 2003, and burnt vast areas of bushland and forest, a decision was
made to create a symbol of regeneration, survival and strength. The idea for the National Arboretum was
born.
The theme ‘100 Forests 100 Gardens’ was approved and planting began in 2005 at The National Arboretum
Canberra. The site covers 250 hectares and covers rolling hills overlooking Lake Burley Griffin. So far, 94
forests have been planted with over 44,000 trees. Work on the ‘100 Gardens’ is also underway, including the
24 gardens of the Central Valley.
The National Arboretum Canberra was opened to the public in 2013. In the past financial year over 560 ,000
people explored the tranquil paths of the Arboretum, including nearly 13,000 visitors on guided tours and
over 22,000 school children. The Arboretum hosted 254 private and corporate functions and 75 promotional
events. Visitors reported a 90 per cent level of satisfaction after their visit to the Arboretum, loving the
‘picturesque views’ and seeing the Arboretum as ‘a place for the conservation of rare and endangered trees’.
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About the National Arboretum
Canberra Fund
The National Arboretum Fund is a trust which was established for the purpose of achieving the objectives of the
National Arboretum Canberra, including for the purpose of developing and expanding the living collections of
the Arboretum, and in particular achieving 100 Forests and 100 Gardens.
The trustee of the National Arboretum Canberra Fund is the Public Trustee for the ACT, and the trustee manages
and spends the fund in its discretion in accordance with the purposes of the fund.
All gifts to the National Arboretum Canberra Fund of $2 or more are tax deductible.
For more information or queries about these opportunities please contact
Scott Saddler, Executive Manager, National Arboretum Canberra.
E: scott.saddler@act.gov.au
T: (02) 6205 4056

About the gardens
A gift to the 100 Gardens project is an investment in the future of our
community. When you donate the value of a garden to the National Arboretum
Canberra Fund you can nominate your preference as to which garden your gift
is put towards. Although we will do our best to honour this preference, by law
it cannot be binding on the trustee of the National Arboretum Canberra Fund.
We will recognise your generosity in giving the gift of a garden with a
commemorative plaque set on a stone plinth, so that each and every person
who views it will appreciate your gesture to invest in the future.
All the gardens border the ceremonial Central Valley pathway through the
Arboretum, which guarantees that the garden you help us to create will
potentially be viewed by over half a million people a year – and growing.
These gardens are in a key position in the Arboretum and can be viewed and
reflected on from the Village Centre, as well as across the site.

Garden Legend
Scent

Attracts
native
animals

Colour Flowering Evergreen Culinary

Attracts
insects

Attracts Medicinal
birds

Attracts

Attracts
butterflies

The 24 garden spaces range in size from 90m2 through to 850m2. Depending
on which garden you indicate as your preference, the minimum donation
amount ranges from $50,000 to $120,000.
There is also the option to choose as your preference one of the four gardens
which are proposed to contain a commemorative garden bench seat, for an
additional donation of $10,000. Each bench seat would include a plaque with
a suitable inscription, providing a lasting testament to your philanthropy
3
and generosity.

The Gardens
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Garden 1 Curry Plant (Helichrysum italicum)

Garden 9 Red Hot Poker (Kniphofia rooperi)

Garden 17 Japanese Barberry (Berberis thunbergii f. atropurpurea ‘Rose Glow’)

Garden 2 Lavender (Lavandula angustifolia ‘Hidcote’)

Garden 10 Lambs’ Ears (Stachys byzantina ‘Silky Fleece’)

Garden 18 Blue Moon (Convolvulus sabiatus ‘Blue Moon’)

Garden 3 Rosemary (Rosmarinus officinalis ‘Blue Lagoon’)

Garden 11 Pigface (Mesembryanthemum)

Garden 19 Salt Bush (Rhagodia spinescens)

Garden 4 Azalea (Azalea kurume ‘Kirin’)

Garden 12 Agapanthus hybrid ‘Black Pantha’

Garden 20 Silver Cneorum (Convolvulus cneorum)

Garden 5 Carpet Rose ‘Apple Blossom’ (Rosa x ‘Noamel’)

Garden 13 Conebush (Leucadendron ‘Safari Sunset’)

Garden 21 Abelia dwarf (Abelia grandiflora ‘Super Gold’)

Garden 6 Salvia Mexican Sage (Salvia luecantha)

Garden 14 Mediterranean spurge (Euphorbia characias sub species wulfenii)

Garden 22 Dwarf Lavender (Lavandula angustifolia 'Munstead')

Garden 7 Sedum Blue Stonecrop (Sedum reflexum)

Garden 15 Creeping Thyme (Thymus serpyllum ‘Magic Carpet’)

Garden 23 White Correa (Correa alba)

Garden 8 Golden Oregano (Origanum vulgare ‘Aureum’)

Garden 16 Carpet Rose (Flower Carpet® Pink Supreme)

Garden 24 Indian Hawthorn (Rhaphiolepis indica)
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Garden 1

Curry Plant

on

D

(Helichrysum italicum)
Area 133m² Donation amount $50,000

ed
at

Although its silver grey leaves smell like curry when they’re crushed, this
attractive evergreen shrub is not generally used to eat, except stewed in
small amounts as flavouring in Mediterranean dishes. Its oil is famous for
skin care products and is widely sought after. A member of the daisy family,
the curry plant is a native of Turkey and Mediterranean regions, and has
clusters of tiny, button shaped, yellow flowers in summer. 3,8
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Garden 2

Lavender

(Lavandula angustifolia ‘Hidcote’)
Area 220m² Donation amount $50,000

Lavandula angustifolia, also called English lavender, is prized for its long-lasting
and delightful scent. Despite its common name, it is not native to England, but
is a native of the Mediterranean region. This ‘true lavender’ is famous for its
fragrant oils used in perfumes and potpourri. English lavender is also often used
for culinary and medicinal purposes. In summer, its spikes of dark purple
flowers contrast dramatically with the grey-green foliage. The flowers are
attractive to bees and butterflies. 2
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Garden 3

Rosemary

(Rosmarinus ofcinalis ‘Blue Lagoon’)
Area 232m² Donation amount $50,000

This variety of Rosemary is an attractive evergreen trailing shrub. It is known
for its intensely fragrant, seagreen leaves, and has been used as a medicinal
and aromatic herb for thousands of years. Rosemary is very hardy and
tolerates dry conditions very well, making it perfect for an Australian garden.
It is covered in small, deep blue to purple flowers throughout the warmer
months of the year, and is attractive to bees and butterflies. 2
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Garden 4

Azalea

(Azalea kurume ‘Kirin’)
Area 182m² Donation amount $50,000

This small evergreen shrub produces masses of small, soft-pink flowers in
winter and right through to late spring. In Chinese culture the Azalea is
known as the ‘thinking of home’ bush and for many visitors to Canberra, it
will be a beautiful reminder of home. The Kirin is a favourite for reliability
and all round performance and makes a dramatic show when planted en
masse. 3, 4
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Garden 5

Carpet Rose ‘Apple Blossom’

ed
at
on
D

(Rosa x ‘Noamel’)
Area 159m² Donation amount $50,000

Carpet Rose is a beautiful, low-growing rose which produces abundant
clusters of delicate, pastel pink flowers from spring through to early winter.
This rose is perfect for mass plantings and makes a stunning display, with
the profusion of flowers contrasting against the rich, glossy, dark green
foliage. A mature plant can produce up to 2,000 flowers in one season and
up to sixty blooms on a single stem! 2

Photo: Anthony Tesselaar Plants
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Garden 6

Salvia Mexican Sage

(Salvia luecantha)
Area 156m² Donation amount $50,000 + $10,000
with garden bench seat

Prized by gardeners for its showy flower-spikes of purple and white
blossoms, the Mexican Sage is a hardy evergreen shrub which does well in a
dry climate. The impressive display of arching flower-laden stems lasts
through summer and into the first winter frosts, and is a favourite of bees
and butterflies. The sage grey leaves are covered with white fuzz on the
underside, providing a lovely contrast to the bright purple flowers. 2,5
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Garden 7

Sedum Blue Stonecrop

(Sedum refexum)
Area 143m² Donation amount $50,000

This resilient ground cover has small, succulent blue leaves which resemble
the needles of a miniature Blue Spruce tree. The plant forms a dense mat
and produces brilliant yellow flowers on top of deep mauve stems in
summer. It is evergreen in warmer climates and is famous for growing in the
most difficult of sites – in fact, its Latin name ‘sedum’ refers to its ability to
‘sit’ so easily on top of rocks and walls. 6,7
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Garden 8

Golden Oregano

(Origanum vulgare ‘Aureum’)
Area 130m² Donation amount $50,000

Golden Oregano ‘Aureum’ is an evergreen herb. It grows to around
thirty centimetres high and has brightly coloured, aromatic, golden
leaves. Its star-shaped flowers bloom in summer and vary in colour
from white to lilac-pink. The golden colour in the fragrant leaves is
more pronounced in mild or cool weather. Oregano is a favourite
flavouring in many cuisines. Legend has it that Oregano keeps the
goblins away from your garden! 1
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Garden 9

Red Hot Poker

(Kniphofa rooperi)
Area 137m² Donation amount $50,000

This striking perennial plant, also known as the torch lily, originates from
South Africa. Tall, sturdy stems bear large egg shaped flowers in brilliant
red fading to yellow, hence the name ‘Red Hot Poker’. Its spikes of
impressive flowers are well known to Australian nectar eating birds such as
the rosella, honey eater and wattle bird, which feast on its flower-heads
from autumn to spring. 9,10
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Garden 10

Lambs’ Ears

(Stachys byzantina ‘Silky Fleece’)
Area 88m² Donation amount $50,000

‘Silky fleece’ is a dwarf variety of Lambs’ Ears and has tufted rosettes of
soft, fuzzy, silver grey leaves in the shape of a tiny lamb’s ear. The plant
forms a dense ground cover with small lavender flowers rising above the
foliage mat in summer. The unusual furry leaves create an impressive show
of texture and soft silver hues when planted en masse in a garden bed.
11,12
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Garden 11

Pigface

(Mesembryanthemum)
Area 97m² Donation amount $50,000

Despite its name, Pigface is a very pretty, succulent ground cover which has
striking, daisy like flowers in a huge variety of intensely bright colours from spring
and through summer. Although most Mesembryanthemum originate in Europe or
South Africa, three species have naturalised in Australia. The juicy, fleshy leaves
and berry-like fruit can be eaten raw and also made into tasty jams and pickles.
The juice from the leaves can be used to relieve pain from insect bites. Pigface is
an important part of our coastal vegetation as it acts as a stabiliser on sand dunes
and allows the establishment of other sand-stabilising species such as spinifex.
13,14
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Garden 12

Agapanthus

(hybrid ‘Black Pantha’)
Area 113m² Donation amount $50,000 + $10,000
with garden bench seat

Agapanthus is an elegant plant with tall flower spikes rising above a dense spray of
green, strappy leaves. The flowers on the ‘Black Pantha’ start with almost black
buds, that burst into large, midnight blue flower heads. Flowering from early
summer, Agapanthus is hardy and resists both drought and frosts – although the
leaves may die back in very cold areas during winter. A native of South Africa, it
makes a stunning display in mass plantings and is also popular as a border plant,
along driveways, and as a splash of colour in shaded areas under trees. 15
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Garden 13

Conebush

a
on

D

(Leucadendron ‘Safari Sunset’)
Area 135m² Donation amount $50,000

te

d

Conebush is an evergreen shrub with tall, deep-red bracts forming at the end of
long stems in late summer. The exotic blooms open further to reveal cream
centres, from winter to late spring. A favourite of florists, the cut flowers last well,
and provide a stunning indoor arrangement. Conebush ‘Safari Sunset’ is extremely
hardy and well-suited to the Canberra climate where it thrives on little water, in
full sun. 2,16
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Garden 14

Mediterranean spurge

(Euphorbia characias subspecies wulfenii)
Area 124m² Donation amount $50,000

Mediterranean spurge is a beautiful evergreen shrub which provides year round
interest with its attractive blue green foliage arranged in spirals around the central
stem. It excels itself in late winter and spring with tall stems of chartreuse
coloured, bottle-brush shaped flower bracts. A native of Turkey and the Balkans,
this subspecies is a hardy, sun-loving plant which tolerates hot, dry climates and
still looks vibrant and fresh all year. The flowers are attractive to bees and
butterflies. 2,17
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Garden 15

Creeping Thyme

a
on

D

(Thymus serpyllum ‘Magic Carpet’)
Area 119m² Donation amount $50,000

te
d

Although its cousins are prized for the aroma of their leaves, this little ground
hugging Thyme is more famous for its incredible show of bright magenta pink
flowers, forming a gorgeous solid bed of colour in early summer. Its dark green
leaves can be used in cooking and, when grown in between stepping stones, the
plant forms a dense scented carpet which can tolerate foot traffic. The flowers
attract bees and butterflies. 18,19
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Garden 16

Carpet Rose

a
on

D

(Flower Carpet® Pink Supreme)
Area 137m² Donation amount $50,000

te

d

An impressive ground cover rose, the ‘Pink Supreme’ produces masses of lipstick
pink blooms from spring to late summer. Up to sixty flowers and buds can develop
on a single stem, making this a power house of delightful colour. The bushes are
low growing and compact, with dense, dark green foliage. The Pink Supreme is
also drought and heat tolerant, perfect for the Australian climate. 2,11
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Garden 17

Japanese Barberry

a
on

D

(Berberis thunbergii f. atropurpurea ‘Rose Glow’)
Area 125m² Donation amount $50,000

te

d

Japanese Barberry ‘Rose Glow’ is a compact, deciduous shrub with attractive
mottled pink and bronze foliage, which darkens to red and purple in autumn.
Bright red berries form in autumn and often last on the branches through the
winter. The tiny yellow flowers appear in spring but are no match for the stunning
show provided by the leaves. Birds love the berries and the flowers attract bees
and other insects. 20,12
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Garden 18

Blue Moon

a
on

D

(Convolvulus sabiatus ‘Blue Moon’)
Area 129m² Donation amount $50,000 + $10,000
with garden bench seat

te

d

This beautiful ground cover forms dense, neat mounds of pretty green leaves. The
plant is covered by deep blue, pleated, funnel like flowers though the warmer
months. This is a very tough plant which loves the sun and is particularly happy in
coastal regions, where its lovely trailing habit makes a wonderful show even in
the most difficult areas. 21,22
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Garden 19

Salt Bush

te

a
on

D

(Rhagodia spinescens)
Area 121m² Donation amount $50,000

d

An Australian native, this tough little evergreen bush makes a perfect ground cover
plant. It forms a dense, rounded hedge of pretty, silver grey leaves, which provides
habitat for birds and small animals, including lizards. Salt Bush is naturally fire
retardant, is drought tolerant and loves the full sun – perfect for this site. The
leaves and small, red berries are also a favourite food of birds and other animals
and bees love the flowers. The berries are crushed and used by the Aranda or
Arrernte people of Central Australia to make traditional face paint. 23,24,25
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Garden 20

Silver Cneorum

(Convolvulus cneorum)
Area 152m² Donation amount $50,000

The common name for this low growing, compact shrub is Silver Bush and
deservedly so, as the tiny hairs covering the silky leaves give the whole surface a
metallic silver sheen. Also known for the dazzling white flowers which cover it
from summer to autumn, it is a native of coastal Mediterranean regions from
Spain to Albania. This means it is drought tolerant and hardy, and suits the tough
Canberra climate perfectly. 26,27
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Garden 21

Abelia dwarf

(Abelia grandifora ‘Super Gold’)
Area 265m² Donation amount $70,000

This dwarf variety of Abelia is a delightful, evergreen flowering shrub which
grows well as a low hedge, and also in a mass planting. Its leaves are a stunning
golden yellow, with red new stems. The Abelia is covered with soft mauve to
white flowers throughout most of the year in some locations, but predominantly
in summer and autumn. The flowers have a delicate, sweet scent and are
attractive to bees as well as the Imperial Jezabel butterfly. Native birds also love
the nectar-filled flowers and find shelter in the dense, twiggy structure. 3,28,29
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Garden 22

Dwarf Lavender

(Lavandula angustifolia ‘Munstead’)
Area 451m² Donation amount $80,000

This dwarf variety of English Lavender is a small and compact evergreen shrub.
Like its larger cousins, it is prized for its long-lasting and delightful scent. Despite
its common name, it is a native of the Mediterranean region. This lavender is
famous for its fragrant oils used in perfumes and potpourri. Lavender is also
often used for culinary and medicinal purposes. In summer, its spikes of dark
purple flowers contrast dramatically with the grey-green foliage. The flowers are
attractive to bees and butterflies. 2,30
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Garden 23

White Correa

te

a
on

D

(Correa alba)
Area 841m² Donation amount $120,000

d

Correas are native to Australia and the White Correa is from the coastal areas of
New South Wales, Victoria and Tasmania. Curiously, the Correa is a member of the
Rutaceae family, which also contains oranges and lemons. This is a hardy, compact
bush which works well in mass plantings, as well as forming a great, low growing
hedge. The dusty, grey green leaves are evergreen and the bell shaped, white,
starry flowers bloom from late summer and all through winter – a welcome, cheery
sight on a frosty Canberra morning. Correa flowers attract nectar-loving native
birds. 5,9,31
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Garden 24

Indian Hawthorn

(Rhaphiolepis indica)
Area 714m² Donation amount $90,000 + $10,000
with garden bench seat

Indian Hawthorn is a hardy, evergreen shrub originating in Asia. Its leathery
leaves are dark green and glossy and contrast well with the fragrant white and
pink star shaped flowers, which bloom in summer. In winter, the flowers mature
into dark blue berries – a great treat for local birds. Indian Hawthorn is also
popular in Bonsai culture. The fruit is edible when cooked and can be used to
make jam. 32,33
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